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A sailor went to sea, sea, sea 

To see what he could see, see, see 

But all that he could see, see, see 

Was the bottom of the deep blue sea, sea, sea

Explore an ocean full of ideas here from the whimsy of a sea serpent party or an 
octopus’s garden to the real world of sharks and the importance of our bay waters. The 
ocean is way too full of creatures to cover in one chapter alone, but you’ll catch a net 
full of ideas here.
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Books
Anderson, M.T. The Serpent Came to Gloucester. 
Candlewick Press, 2005. 80 p. (978-0763620387) Pri, 
Int. Rhyming text tells of a sea serpent that plays off 
the coast of Massachusetts during the summer of 1817 
and is hunted upon its return the next year.

Anderson, Sara. Octopus Oyster Hermit Crab Snail: A 

Poem of the Sea. Handprint Books, 2005. 32 p. (978-
1593540791) Pre, Pri. Build vocabulary with lyrical, 
beautiful verses, such as, “Under indigo swells in 
cerulean seas” in this magical picture book.

Berne, Anne. Manfish: A Story of Jacques Cousteau. 
Chronicle Books, 2008. 40 p. (978-0811860635) Pri. 
A biography of oceanographer and champion of the 
seas, Jacques Cousteau. 

Blade, Adam. Sepron the Sea Serpent. (Beast Quest 
Book 2). Scholastic, 2007. 80 p. (978-0439906548, 
pap.) Pri, Int. Tom and Elenna must stop Sepron the 
Sea Serpent from destroying the people of Avantia’s 
coast.

Burns, Loree Griffith. Tracking Trash: Flotsam, Jetsam, 

and the Science of Ocean Motion (Scientists in the Field). 
Houghton Mifflin, 2007. 64 p. (978-0618581313) Int. 
This is part biography of Dr. Curtis Ebbesmeyer, part 
chronicle of his fascinating and unique local-gone-
global campaign to track trash lost in the ocean. The 
result is a compelling education on both the need for 
clean up and how ocean currents operate.

Carle, Eric. Mister Seahorse. Philomel Books, 2004. 32 
p. (978-0399242694) Pre, Pri. After Mrs. Seahorse lays 
her eggs on Mr. Seahorse’s belly, he drifts through the 
water, greeting other fish fathers who are taking care 
of their eggs. 
 
Cleary, Brian. Peanut Butter and Jellyfishes: A Very 

Silly Alphabet Book. Milbrook Press, 2007. 32 p. (978-
0822561880) Pre, Pri. An alphabet book whose highly 
unique illustrations feature collage, hidden letters, 
and word pictures. 

Colandro, Lucille. There Was an Old Lady Who 

Swallowed a Shell. Cartwheel, 2008. 32 p. (978-
0439873802, pap.) Pre, Pri. In this variation on the 
traditional cumulative rhyme, a woman swallows a 
shell, a crab, a fish, a gull, a pail, some sand, and a 
wave.

Corral, Kimberly. A Child’s Glacier Bay. Alaska 
Northwest Books, 1998. 32 p. (978-0882405032) Pri, 
Int. Two Alaskan siblings travel with their parents on 
a three-week sea kayaking journey along more than 
200 miles of coastline at Glacier Bay National Park 
and Preserve.

Cousins, Lucy. Hooray for Fish. Candlewick Press, 
2005. 40 p. (978-0763627416) Pre. Little Fish has all 
sorts of fishy friends in his underwater home, but 
loves one of them most of all.

Cummings, Priscilla. Meet Chadwick and His 

Chesapeake Bay Friends. Tidewater Publishers, 1999. 30 
p. (978-0870335167) Pre, Pri. Introduces Chadwick, a 
blue crab, and his various animal friends who live in 
and near the Chesapeake Bay.

Ehlert, Lois. Fish Eyes, a Book You Can Count On. 
Harcourt, 1980. 40 p. (978-0152280505) Pre. A 
colorful counting book of brightly colored fish.

Galloway, Ruth. Fidgety Fish. Tiger Tales, 2001. 32 
p. (978-1589250123) Pre. Sent out for a swim in the 
deep sea, Tiddler, a young fish who just can’t keep 
still, sees many interesting creatures and one very 
dark cave.

Geist, Ken. The Three Little Fish and the Big Bad Shark. 

Cartwheel/Scholastic, 2007. 32 p. (978-0439719629) 
Pre, Pri. In this spoof of “The Three Little Pigs,” 
Mama tells her three little fish that it’s time to seek 
their fortunes. Jim builds a house of seaweed and 
Tim builds a house of sand, but it’s up to Kim to find 
the house that will stop the big bad shark’s munching 
and crunching.

Hurd, Edith Thacher. Starfish (Let’s-Read-and-Find-
Out Science). HarperCollins, 2000. Rev. ed. 40 p. 
(978-0064451987) Pre, Pri. A simple introduction 
to the appearance, growth, habits, and behavior of 
starfish.

King-Smith, Dick. The Water Horse. Yearling, 2007. 
128 p. (978-0375842313) Pri. In 1930, on the coast 
of Scotland, eight-year-old Kirstie finds a large egg 
that hatches into an unusual sea creature, and, as he 
grows, her family must decide what to do with him.

Kraus, Robert. Herman the Helper. Aladdin, 1987. 32 p. 
(978-0671662707, pap.) Pre, Pri. Herman the helpful 
octopus is always willing to assist anyone who needs 
his help.

Lionni, Leo. Swimmy. Knopf, 1963. 32 p. (978-
0394817132) Pre, Pri. A little black fish in a school of 
red fish figures out a way of protecting them all from 
their natural enemies.
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Markle, Sandra. Octopuses (Animal Prey). First Avenue 
Editions, 2008. 39 p. (978-0822560661). Detailed, 
energetic text and vivid photographs reveal the 
fascinating world of the octopus. 

Miller, Ruth. I Went to the Bay. Kids Can Press, 1999. 24 
p. (978-1550744989) Pre, Pri. When a young boy sets 
out in search of frogs, he’s amazed to find a vibrant, 
bustling world of wildlife. The bay provides a day’s 
fascination for the curious little boy—and a day’s fun 
for some elusive frogs.

Most, Bernard. My Very Own Octopus. Voyager, 1991. 
40 p. (978-0152563455) Pre, Pri. A boy imagines what 
fun he would have with a pet octopus.

Mullarkey, Lisa. Splashing By the Shore: Beach Activities 

for Kids. Gibbs Smith Publishers, 2007. 64 p. (978-
1586858841, pap.) Pri, Int. Beach-themed activities 
and crafts for shore or home.

Native American Design. Dover, 2007. 128 p. (978-
0486998459, pap.) Adult. Nearly 500 color and black-
and-white illustrations celebrate traditional Native 
American art. Designs include those used to decorate 
clothing, ceremonial masks, jewelry, blankets, utensils, 
and more.

Osborne, Mary Pope. Dark Day in the Deep Sea (Magic 
Tree House). Random House, 2008. 128 p. (978-
0375837319, pap.) Pri, Int. When Jack and Annie join 
a group of 19th-century explorers aboard the H.M.S. 
Challenger, they learn about the ocean, solve the 
mystery of its fabled sea monster, and gain compassion 
for their fellow creatures. See also the companion 
guide: Sea Monsters: Companion to Dark Day in the Deep 

Sea. Random House, 2008. (978-0375846632, pap.)

Osborne, Mary Pope. Summer of the Sea Serpent (Magic 
Tree House). Random House, 2004. 128 p. (978-
0375827358) Pri, Int. Jack and Annie travel in their 
magic tree house to the land of the mystical selkies to 
seek a magical sword for Merlin.

Peet, Bill. Cyrus the Unsinkable Sea Serpent. Houghton 
Mifflin, 1975. 48 p. (978-0395202722) Pri. A shark 
accuses Cyrus of cowardice because he won’t sink any 
ships. The kindly sea serpent almost succumbs to peer 
pressure, but learns at last to be himself.

Pfister, Marcus. The Rainbow Fish. North-South Books, 
1992. 32 p. (978-1558580091) Pre. The most beautiful 
fish in the entire ocean discovers the real value of 
personal beauty and friendship.

Pirotta, Saviour. Turtle Bay. Frances Lincoln Children’s 
Books, 2005. 32 p. (978-1845074111, pap.) Pre, Pri. 
Taro and his sister Yuko help old Jiro-San prepare for 
the sea turtles that are about to lay eggs.

Prelutsky, Jack. A Pizza the Size of the Sun. Greenwil-
low Books, 2006. 160 p. (978-0688132354). Pri, Int. A 
classic collection of Prelutsky poetry, including “I’m 
Wrestling with an Octopus.” 
 
Sabuda, Robert, and Matthew Reinhart. Sharks and 

Other Sea Monsters: Encyclopedia Prehistorica. Candle-
wick Press, 2006. 12 p. (978-0763622299) Pri, Int. 
Explore the prehistoric underwater world, where 
monsters like megalodon ruled the waves. Over 35 
pop-ups.

Schwartz, Viviane. Shark and Lobster’s Amazing 

Undersea Adventure. Candlewick Press, 2006. 40 
p. (978-0763629106) Pre. Follows the humorous 
attempts of Shark and Lobster to conquer their fear 
of tigers.

Serafini, Frank. Looking Closely along the Shore. 
Kids Can Press, 2008. 32 p. (978-1554531417) Pri. 
Stunning close-up photographs of things one might 
find along the shore challenge children to guess their 
identity.

Sherry, Kevin. I’m the Best Artist in the Ocean. Dial, 
2008. 32 p. (978-080373255) Pre. A squid creates a 
masterpiece full of ocean creatures . . . on the body 
of a whale. Read this and have children create a 
mural or a drawing of a whale.

Skurzynski, Gloria. Out of the Deep. (National Parks 
Mystery) National Geographic, 2002. 160 p. (978-
0792282303) Pri, Int. Jack, Ashley, and their new 
foster sister set out to solve the mystery of why whales 
are beaching themselves at Acadia National Park.

Slater, Dashka. The Sea Serpent and Me. Houghton 
Mifflin, 2008. 40 p. (978-0618723942) Pre, Pri. One 
day a small sea serpent falls from the faucet into 
the tub as a child is about to take a bath, and as the 
serpent grows, the child realizes that he needs to go 
back to the sea where he belongs.

Wood, Audrey. Ten Little Fish. Blue Sky Press, 2004. 40 
p. (978-0439635691) Pre. Ten little fish swim along an 
ocean reef, each finding a different reason to leave 
until there is only one left.

Audio
Abbey Road by the Beatles. Capitol Records, 1990. 
Audio CD (B000002UB3). Includes the song 
“Octopus’s Garden.”

All You Need Is Love: Beatles Songs for Kids. Music for 
Little People, 1999. Audio CD (B00000JZAP). All 
ages. Raffi sings “Octopus’s Garden.”
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Animal Songs by Raffi. Rounder, 2008. Audio CD 
(B0012TBH5U). All ages. Raffi sings “Octopus’s 
Garden” and “Down by the Bay.” 

Video/DVD
You must have a public library performance site 
license to show films in your library. See page 12 for 
more information on how to obtain one. Some films, 
such as those from Scholastic’s Weston Woods come 
with performance rights.

Andre. Paramount Pictures, 1994. (94 min.) Rated 
PG. Based on a true story, a newborn seal is orphaned 
when his mother is caught in a fishing net. A family 
saves his life and takes him on as their new pet, 
teaching him tricks and training him to adulthood. 
When local fishermen complain that the seal is 
interfering with their productivity, the family is forced 
to let Andre back into the wild.

Eyewitness: Shark. DK Publishing, 2007. DVD. (35 
min.) Not Rated. Explores the murky world of the 
shark to discover facts and dispel myths about these 
marine creatures.

Finding Nemo. Buena Vista Pictures, 2003. DVD. (105 
min.) Rated G. Set under the sea in the world of 
clown fish Marlin and his son Nemo, when the defiant 
Nemo takes off from his dad and gets captured by 
a tropical fish seeker, he finds himself stuck in a 
fishbowl in a dentist’s office. Marlin and his friend 
Dory embark on an epic journey to find Nemo. 

Flipper. Universal Pictures, 1996. DVD. (94 min.) 
Rated PG. Based on the long-running television series, 
Flipper tells the story of an eccentric fisherman, his 
nephew, and a brilliant dolphin who join forces to 
combat a group of cutthroat businessmen. Starring 
Elijah Wood.

Hooray for Fish. Candlewick Storybook Animations 
Series. DVD/CD. (5:26 min.) (978-763634414) Pre. 
This activity pack includes a hardcover book and on 
the DVD/CD, an animated version along with two 
audio tracks of the narration, one with music and 
sound effects and another with page-turn signals.

Planet Carnivore: Sharks and Lions. National 
Geographic, 2007. DVD. Not Rated. This 52-minute 
shark episode features the Great White Shark.

Sea Monsters: A Prehistoric Adventure. National 
Geographic, 2008. DVD. Rated G. (40 min.) Pri, Int.
Journey 80 million years back in time to an age when 
an astonishing assortment of ferocious creatures 

swam, hunted, and fought for survival beneath the 
prehistoric seas. Stunning imagery re-creates the 
perilous underwater realm of two young, dolphin-
sized marine reptiles called Dolichorhynchops, or 
Dollies. A companion children’s book, Sea Monsters, is 
also available at shopngvideos.com/kids.

The Water Horse: Legend of the Deep. Columbia 
Pictures, 2007. DVD. (111 min.) Rated PG. A young 
boy finds a mysterious enchanted egg and what 
hatches from it will set in motion an adventure that 
will take him on the journey of a lifetime as the sea 
creature of Scottish legend is born. Starring Emma 
Watson.

Web Sites
Chesapeake Bay Foundation. www.cbf.org/site/PageSe
rver?pagename=homev3. Check out environmental 
and conservation organizations in your region that 
work to protect bays.

Cousteau Kids Online. www.cousteaukids.org/index.
html. Kid-friendly site of the Cousteau Society with an 
online magazine and more.

Danielle’s Place. daniellesplace.com/html/paperplate.
html. Danielle’s Place has directions for making a 
cute sea otter and a walrus paper plate craft.

Dashka Slater. www.dashkaslater.com/childrens_
books_seaserpent.html. Web site of the author of The 

Sea Serpent and Me with ideas for a sea serpent party.

DLTK’s Animal Crafts for Kids. www.dltk-kids.
com/animals/index.html. Check out DLTK’s site for 
patterns and directions for making a lobster craft, an 
otter craft, a paper plate crab, toilet paper roll lobster 
and otter, several octopus crafts and several fish crafts.

First-School. www.first-school.ws/theme/animals/
ocean.htm. First-School has a section of preschool 
crafts and activities on ocean animals.

Get “Hooked” on Books. www.angelfire.com/la/
kinderthemes/olit.html. This site includes a 
bibliography of ocean-themed picture books and the 
words to Margaret Wise Brown’s The Fish with the Deep 

Sea Smile.

Glacier Bay National Park and Preserve. www.nps.
gov/glba. The Web site for Glacier Bay National 
Park includes a section for kids and one for teachers. 
You’ll find a Pacific Salmon coloring and activity 
booklet, and a Glacier Bay Pee Wee Ranger Coloring 
and Activity booklet for children two-to-six years.
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Pinksunrise.com. www.pinksunrise.com/craft/ross.htm. 
This site has instructions for making a shark puppet.

Robert Sabuda.com. www.robertsabuda.com/
popmakesimple.asp. Patterns and directions for 
making a pop-up shark and more.

San Diego Aquarium. Shark School. www.sdnhm.org/
kids/sharks/index.html. You will find puzzles and 
quizzes all about sharks.

Sea Monkeys®. www.sea-monkeys.com. Sea-Monkeys® 
are a unique species of brine shrimp, known by the 
scientific name of Artemia NYOS. You can purchase 
kits to start a colony of Sea-Monkeys®.

Sea World. www.seaworld.com/sitepage.
aspx?PageID=430. Click on Kid/Teens Fun Stuff at 
bottom of page where you will find a Shamu and 
Shark Cam, and directions for making an origami 
penguin, whale, and fish.

Shedd Aquarium. www.sheddaquarium.org. You’ll find 
videos and stories of the animals living at the Shedd 
Aquarium in Chicago. 

Jean-Michel Cousteau’s Ocean Future’s Society. www.
oceanfutures.org. The Web site of the non-profit 
marine conservation and education organization led 
by the son of the famed Jacques Cousteau.

The Kennedy Center Artsedge. artsedge.kennedy-center.
org/content/3436. Information on and directions for 
making Gyotaku, the Japanese art of fish printing.

Mr. Anderson’s Company. www.misterandersons.com. 
Offers a red octopus puppet and various sea serpent 
puppets.

Monterey Bay Aquarium. www.mbayaq.org/lc/activities/
default.asp. Lots of fun games and activities for a 
program on bays or oceans and the animals that live 
there. See the Wild about Otters Bingo game.

National Aquarium, Baltimore. www.aqua.org/
factsheets.html. Check out a nice collection of fact 
sheets on a multitude of marine animals to print and 
distribute or use for quick facts or trivia games.

National Park Service. Games and Activities. www.
webrangers.us/search.cfm. Kids can join WebRangers 
and find several online theme-related activities 
including “Protect the Harbor,” “Water Quality,” 
“Exploring Tide Pools,” “Turtle Hurdles,” and 
“Swimming for Home.”

Oriental Trading. www.orientaltrading.com. You can 
purchase inexpensive “Fortune Fish,” small plastic fish 
that curl in the palm of the hand and “tell” a fortune 
by the way they curl.
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Sea Serpent Party

Audience: Adapt for All Ages

What do sea serpents eat? Fish and ships!

Sea serpents are mythological or legendary 
marine animals that often resemble enormous 
snakes. Nessie, the Loch Ness Monster, is one. 
Champ, the monster of Lake Champlain, is 
another. And there are many others. Do you 
have a local sea serpent story to tell? If so, be 
sure to tell it. On the whimsical side, share The 

Sea Serpent and Me by Dashka Slater. Her Web 
site www.dashkaslater.com/childrens_books_
seaserpent.html has more ideas for a sea serpent 
party.

Books to Share

Dark Day in the Deep Sea by Mary Pope Osborne

The Sea Serpent and Me by Dashka Slater

Sepron the Sea Serpent by Adam Blade

The Serpent Came to Gloucester by M.T. Anderson

Summer of the Sea Serpent by Mary Pope Osborne

The Water Horse by Dick King-Smith

Movies

With a public library performance site license, 
show The Water Horse: Legend of the Deep or 
show Sea Monsters, a DVD about prehistoric sea 
mammals produced by National Geographic, 
then include any of the following activities for 
your sea serpent party. 

Activity: “C” Serpent Scavenger Hunt

Find and print pictures of things related to water 
beginning with the letter “C” such as crab, coral, 
clouds, clown fish, candy (Gummi fish), crackers 
(goldfish crackers), clam, catfish, cliffs, conch 
shell, cetacean (okay, that’s hard), catamaran, 
castaway, coast, crocodile, crustaceans, 
cruise ship, and Champ (sea serpent of Lake 
Champlain). 

Hide them around the room. One picture 
should be of Champ, the Lake Champlain sea 
serpent. Give kids a tally sheet and pencils and 
have them hunt for the pictures, which they 
check off as they locate them. Children finding 
a certain number of pictures could get a small 
prize such as fish stickers or a bookmark. If 
you are concerned about children just marking 
sheets without actually finding the pictures, you 
can place a small container with tokens next to 
each picture that they collect when they find it. 

Game: Sleeping Sea Serpents

1. Choose one or two children to be the 
hunters. 

2. The others will be sea serpents who lie down 
on the floor, eyes closed, as if they were 
sleeping.

3. The hunters move around the sea serpents 
and, without touching anyone, do everything 
they can to encourage the sea serpents to 
move. 

4. Any sea serpent that moves must stand up 
and join the hunters.

5. The game is over when all the sea serpents 
have “awakened.”

Sea Serpent Race

Adapted from ideas in 
Family Fun magazine, 
July/August 2006.

What you need:

• plastic ice cube trays

• small plastic dinosaurs (the marine reptiles 
like the plesiosaurs are perfect)

• water 
Great for Teen Volunteers
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• blue food coloring

• cookie sheets or other smooth board set on 
an incline

What you do:

1.  Fill plastic ice cube trays with water and add 
blue food coloring.

2.  Place a small plastic dinosaur (sea serpent) 
in each cube and freeze overnight. The 
dinosaur should be sticking partway out of 
the cube. You may have to freeze the water 
for 20−30 minutes before sticking the sea 
serpents through the ice that forms on top.

3.  On race day, remove the cubes.

4.  Stage sea serpent races on the cookie sheets 
or board with your frozen sea serpents.
They’ll slide down the angled board.

Create a Sea Serpent

Display books with pictures of sea serpents for 
inspiration.

What you need:

• paper (various kinds: newspaper, wrapping 
paper, etc.)

• crepe paper streamers

• colored plastic wrap

• aluminum foil

• green or blue tulle

• bulletin board paper

• tape

• scissors

• glue

What you do:

1. Form groups of children (size will depend 
upon total number of children, but there 
should be at least three children in each 
group).

2. Give each group a bag with the items listed 
above and any additional items you care to 
make.

3. Challenge each group to create a sea serpent 
in about 20−25 minutes. The serpent can be 

multi-dimensional, affixed to bulletin board 
paper, or free-standing.

4. Each group should give their sea serpent a 
name.

5. Display the completed murals around the 
children’s area or library.

Hooray for Fish

Audience: Baby, Toddler

Programs for babies 
and toddlers are short, 
often no longer than 20 
minutes with time at the 
end for choosing books 
and chatting. Parents or 
caregivers should be with 
their children.

Books to Share

Hooray for Fish by Lucy Cousins. Meet all of Little 
Fish’s friends. Hooray for Fish is also now available 
in DVD/CD format with animation, music and 
narration on one side and an audio soundtrack 
on the other side.

Wiggler: Row, Row, Row

Parent and child sit on floor facing each other 
holding hands moving back and forth as if 
rowing a boat while singing the song.

 Row, row, row your boat 
In the ocean blue 
If the fish are biting 
You will catch one, too!

Book to Share

Swimmy by Leo Lionni or Fidgety Fish by Ruth 
Galloway

Wiggler: Did You Ever See a Fishy?

Toddlers can move around the room. Parents 
hold babies and move them or their arms about. 
Repeat the song replacing “swim” with other 
verbs such as: slide, swish, and splash. 

(Sung to the tune of “Did You Ever See a 
Lassie?”)
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 Did you ever see a fishy,  
A fishy, a fishy?  
Did you ever see a fishy  
Swim this way and that?  
Swim this way and that way  
And that way and this way?  
Did you ever see a fishy  
Swim this way and that? 

Book

Fish Eyes: A Book You Can Count On by Lois Ehlert

Counting Rhyme

Parents and toddlers clap hands while saying the 
following rhyme. Parents with babies clap baby’s 
hands.

 One fish, two fish 
Three fish, four 
Five fish, six fish 
Seven fish more!

Craft: Fingerprint Fish

What you need:

• paper with outline of fish on it or card stock 
die-cut fish shapes. (You can also use one of 
the fish patterns on page 93.)

• tempera paint

What you do:

Provide children and their parents with paint 
and paper and let them decorate the fish with 
fingerprint scales. Cover tables. Have washcloths 
or wipes ready for cleanup.

Literacy Tip. Researchers say that most 
children enter school knowing 3,000 
to 5,000 words. Knowing the names of 
things is an important step for children in 
learning to read. There are many books 
about fish and sea creatures at your library 
to check out and share. 

Parents can help build their child’s 
vocabulary by reading a variety of fiction 
and nonfiction books about fish and other 
sea creatures and pointing out the names 
of them. 

Catch of the Day!

Audience: Pre

Jokes 

Why are fish so smart? Because they live in schools.

What fish costs the most money? A goldfish!

Book to Share

The Three Little Fish and the Big Bad Shark by Ken 
Geist. Wear fish finger puppet on one hand as 
you read this twist on “The Three Little Pigs.” 
See also p. 172 of the 2009 CSLP manual, Be 
Creative @ Your Library, for a puppet play 
version called “The Three Little Fishies and the 
Big Bad Shark.” You’ll find a script and patterns 
there.

Game: Who Lives in the Ocean? 

(Sung to the tune of “Farmer in the Dell.”)

 The clown fish lives in the ocean 
The clown fish lives in the ocean 
The clown fish lives in the ocean 
And who is his neighbor?

Play this game using a photo cube with images 
of ocean animals on each side, or use the Ocean 
Animals dice on pages 138−139. Have children 
take turns spinning the cube. Clap and sing the 
song naming the fish that comes out on top.

Puppet Play: The Biggest Fish in the Sea 

by Mary Marks

This can be performed as a one-person puppet 
play and can be performed on a puppet stage. 
The only backdrop is the stage curtain. Make 
water and boat from card stock or cardboard 
and attach to the front of the stage. 



114

Props

• Fisherman hand puppet (any puppet with 
usable arms will do)

• Fishing pole with hook (plastic toy fishing 
pole or stick with string tied to it and a paper 
clip tied to the other end of the string)

• One Big Fish and one Little Fish, both 
orange. Punch a hole in each to hook onto 
paperclip hook. Patterns on page 123.

• Three or four items to “catch” that can be 
easily hooked onto a paperclip hook. Items 
in script include a (baby) shoe, a pair of 
underpants, an orange soda can (hook 
through the tab on top), and the two fish 
listed above. Substitute other items as desired.

Setting

 A fisherman in a boat holding a fishing pole.

Fisherman:   Oh I lo-o-o-ve to go fishing. 
Someone told me they saw a 
gigantic orange fish in this water. 
I am going to catch that fish. I 
know it is the biggest fish in the 
sea! Hmmm. I think I’ll fish over 
here. (Fisherman “fishes” in water—

put a prop on the hook and have 

fisherman pull the pole up and down 

a few times.)

Fisherman:   Oh joy! I caught something. It 
must be that big orange fish. 
Yes, yes it’s a . . . (Bring out prop.) 
SHOE! Oh, no. That’s not right. 
I’d better try again. I think I’ll fish 
over here. (Remove shoe and fish 

again.)  

Fisherman:   I’ve got it now! It’s, it’s . . . 
UNDERWEAR! Hey, that’s not 
right. Oh no, there must not be 
any fish in this water. (Fisherman 

hangs head while big orange fish 

jumps out of the water.) No fish at 
all. (Kids should be shouting by now. 

If they aren’t say . . . Have you seen 

any fish in this water?)

Fisherman:   What? Where? Over here? I’ll try 
again. (Go fishing and catch a prop.)

Fisherman:   I’ve got it! You were right. I 
caught the fish. I can see it. It’s 
ORANGE. Yeah it’s a . . . CAN. 
(Orange soda can) No, no, no. 
That’s not right! There aren’t any 
fish. (Hang head and have fish jump 

over boat from one side to the other.) 
What? You saw a fish? Over here? 
(Fish looks up at other side of boat.) 
Over here? (Repeat.)

Fisherman:   I don’t see any fish, but I’ll try 
one more time. (Go fishing. Put 

small orange fish on hook.)

Fisherman:   I caught something! (Bob pole 

vigorously up and down.) Holy 
mackerel, it’s a big one! Oh boy I 
caught a . . . FISH! Yeah!  It’s the 
biggest fish in the sea. (Big fish 

puts up head and shakes “no.”)

Puppet Play Options

• You be the fisherman catching the fish. Have 
a helper behind a large cardboard “sea” 
putting things on the hook and bringing the 
big fish up when “you” aren’t looking.

• Perform this as a lap puppet show. Use a 
large box and decorate the front with waves. 
Attach a cardboard boat to either side of the 
front sitting on or in the waves. Put the box 
on your lap and the props inside the box. 
The puppet fisherman is behind the boat 
and throws his line with the hook into the 
box where you can attach the props.

After the puppet play, children can take turns 
using a fishing pole with a spring clothespin 
on the end to try their luck in the puppet stage 
“sea.” If your library can give out small prizes, 
they can be caught with the clothespin. Or just 
attach a colored paper fish to the clothespin. 
The person behind the puppet stage gives a little 
tug when the line is ready.
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Activity: What Do You Think?

Intersperse these questions between books:

Pretend you are a fish. What do you see? Feel? 
Hear?

If you could be any creature that lives in the 
water, what would you be?

What can fish do that you can’t do?

Take Home

Reproduce and send home the Flying Fish Craft 
reproducible on page 126.

Reproduce and distribute the Family Fun Page: 
ABCDEF Fish!: Letter Awareness on page 124.

Humor on the High Seas

Audience: Pri

Feature humorous books to read or display for 
checkout.

Jokes to Share

 Why didn’t the shrimp have any friends?  
He was a bit shellfish.

 What do you find on a small beach?  
Micro-waves.

 How does the ocean say goodbye? It waves.

 What do you get if you cross a haddock with 
tiny computer parts? Fish and chips.

 Why shouldn’t you ever trust whales with a 
secret? Because they are all blubber mouths.

Book to Share

There Was an Old Lady Who Swallowed a Shell by 
Lucille Colandro. Use an Old Lady puppet and 
act out the story. You can also find directions for 
making a paper bag Old Lady puppet in the 2009 
Be Creative @ Your Library manual on p. 221.) 

Game: Pass the Parcel

If you have a really large group, form two or 
more circles with a parcel for each group. 

Place a small water/ocean/fish-related gift in a 
box. It could be a book, a beach ball, a pair of 

flip flops, suntan lotion, sunglasses, etc. Wrap it 
in nine or ten layers of paper (nautical-themed 
would be nice, especially the last layer). The 
players pass around the parcel while you play 
beach music. Each time you stop the music, the 
player holding the parcel unwraps one layer of 
paper. Continue playing until the last layer has 
been removed. That player wins the present 
inside.

Game: Blow Fish Blow

What you need:

• tables

• tissue paper

• straws

• beach pail or fish bowl

• optional prizes 

• fish bowls or pails

What you do:

1. Cut fish (die-cut or choose one of the fish 
patterns on page 123) out of tissue paper; 
use a different color for each team. Make a 
fish for each player.

2. Place the fish on one table and the fish bowl 
or pails on a table at the opposite end of the 
room.

3. Give each child a straw.

4. Divide the children into two teams.

5. To begin, one member of each team uses 
their straw to suck up a fish (must choose a 
fish that is their team color), carry it to the 
fish bowl, and then blow it into the bowl.

6. Once the fish is successfully deposited, the 
child runs back and the next team member 
repeats the activity until all the team’s fish 
are in the bowl. The team that finishes first is 
the winner.

7. The winning team gets to pick their prizes 
first.

Option. Have two pails or fish bowls and see 
which team can get the most fish in their 
container. 
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Poem

Read Margaret Wise Brown’s poem “The Fish 
with the Deep Sea Smile” from the book of the 
same title. It works well as a flannel board, too. 
You can also find the poem at www.angelfire.
com/la/kinderthemes/olit.html. 

Craft: Decorate a Clown Fish

Copy and distribute the Clown Fish Pattern 
on page 125. Provide children with crayons, 
markers, stickers, and a variety of craft supplies 
to color and decorate their clown fish. Children 
can make a clown hat by adding a triangle-
shaped piece of 
construction paper to 
the clown fish’s head 
and gluing a length of a 
plastic lei for a ruffle. 

Treat: Smiley Apples

Adapted from a recipe from Pillsbury.

What you need:

• red apples

• creamy peanut butter (have cheese spread 
available as an alternative to those with 
peanut allergies)

• miniature marshmallows

• knife

What you do:

1. Cut apple into quarters, removing core. 
Cut each quarter into four slices. Spread ½ 
teaspoon peanut butter or cheese spread on 
one side of each slice. 

2. Cut each marshmallow in half lengthwise.

3. Place four marshmallow halves over peanut 
butter or cheese on eight apple slices, 
extending slightly over peel for teeth. 

4. Top each with remaining apple slice, peanut 
butter- or cheese-side down, to make a 
smiling mouth.

Take Home

Try “Fortune Fish” for an inexpensive, non-
food treat at the end of the program. See the 
description at www.orientaltrading.com. 

An Octopus’s Garden 

Audience: Pre, Pri

Some of you will 
recall the Beatles song 
“Octopus’s Garden,” 
which was written 
by Ringo Starr. The 
inspiration for the song 
came when Starr was on 
a sailing trip in Sardinia 
where he spoke with the captain. “. . .We talked 
about octopuses. He told me that they hang out 
in their caves and they go around the seabed 
finding shiny stones and tin cans and bottles 
to put in front of their cave like a garden. I 
thought this was fabulous, because at the time I 
just wanted to be under the sea too.” (The Beatles 

Anthology. Chronicle Books, 2000. p. 312.)

Share this information with kids at the 
beginning of the program and, of course, play 
the song “Octopus’s Garden” while they are 
playing Octopus tag or creating their murals.

Poem

“I’m Wrestling with an Octopus” by Jack 
Prelutsky in A Pizza the Size of the Sun

Books to Share

Herman the Helper by Robert Kraus

Octopuses by Sandra Markle

Game: Octopus Tag

You’ll need plenty of space for this game of tag. 
Mark your boundaries either outside or in a 
meeting room or other library space. The space 
within is the “ocean.” Choose someone to be the 
King or Queen Octopus. The players are the fish 
and they line up along one side of the ocean. 
To start the game the King/Queen Octopus 
shouts out “I am the Octopus King/Queen of 
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all motion, let’s see if you can cross my ocean.” 
The fish try to “swim” to the other side without 
getting tagged by the octopus. When tagged, the 
fish become seaweed and must freeze where they 
were tagged, but can wave their arms around and 
assist the octopus in tagging other people within 
their reach. The last fish to be tagged becomes 
the new King or Queen Octopus.

Mural

Have children create an under-the-sea Octopus’s 
Garden mural. If you have a large group of 
children, divide them into groups of six or eight 
and have each create a six- to eight-foot-long 
mural. If wall space isn’t available, adapt for 
bookshelf ends or make small individual gardens 
with construction paper.

What you need:

• butcher or other roll paper

• colored markers

• colored tissue paper

• colored construction paper

• colored saran wrap

• fish or other sea creature stencils

• sea creature foamies

• aluminum foil

• tulle fabric

• eyelash yarn (a novelty yarn to use for 
seaweed effect)

• crepe paper (for seaweed effect)

• additional items from your craft closet

• scissors

• tape

• glue

What you do:

1. Place the paper on the floor or a table, or 
tape it to a wall.

2. Provide each group with supplies above.

3. Challenge each group to create their own 
Octopus’s Garden filled with sea creatures, 

seaweed, shells, bubbles, and shiny objects in 
about 20−25 minutes.

4. Display murals around the children’s area or 
library.

Craft: Make an Octopus

Preschoolers will find this 
octopus “O” so easy.

1. Use a black marker 
or crayon to draw the 
letter “O” on a piece of 
construction paper—one for each child.

2. Have children use crayons, markers, or 
paints to create an octopus. Have children 
add seaweed, bubbles, and other fish as 
desired, or glue on eight tissue paper strips 
for tentacles.

Down by the Bay

Audience: Pri, Int

A bay is an area of (usually) 
water bordered by land on three sides. Plants 
and animals that live in bays depend on clean 
water for their survival. Children can learn about 
the animals that live in bays, or in a particular 
bay, and why it’s important to keep bay waters 
clean.

Adapt the activities for your region—whether 
you are near Chesapeake Bay on the East Coast, 
the San Francisco Bay area on the West Coast, or 
an inland bay like Green Bay in Wisconsin. Even 
if you don’t live on or near a bay, you can take 
children on an imaginary trip to one. 

Bay Cleanup

Does your bay have an annual cleanup day or 
week? Many bay areas both coastal and inland 
have cleanup days; some include contests for 
the most unusual item found. Work with a local 
organization to promote a cleanup day and 
invite summer library program participants 
and their families to be part of the effort. In 
conjunction with a bay cleanup, invite experts 
to do a program focusing on water quality, the 
impact of coastal oil spills, and the impact of 
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marine debris on the ocean or lake’s inhabitants. 
After the cleanup day, post a list of the types of 
items found in the cleanup.

Make a Splash Scavenger Hunt

Plan a scavenger hunt in the library or children’s 
room. 

1. Create a list of objects, pictures, or activities 
that each team must find or do. Assign a 
point to each. See the list below for some 
ideas for things to find, things to do, or 
things to find out that each team will be 
given, then come up with some of your own. 
You can tailor your list to your locale if you 
like or just keep it general. Items may be 
hiding in the library, and answers found in 
books, magazines, or on the Internet.

2. Place the items around the library area you 
have chosen.

3. Have children form teams and give each 
team a pencil and scavenger list with items to 
check off.

4. Teams will have 20 minutes to complete the 
hunt.

5. Collect all the sheets at the end, and tally up 
points. Award each competing team a small 
prize. The winning team (most points) may 
get a bigger prize.

Things to Find:

(These are things you will place around the 
library; children will bring back the object. Or, 
you can post pictures of these items and children 
must check off that they found the item and 
where it was located.) 

• seashell
• crab
• fishing lure or bobber
• fish sticker
• rubber ducky
• shark
• boat
• lobster trap
• sand dollar
• lighthouse
• sea otter

Things to Do:

• Post a volunteer or two to listen to the songs, 
etc., then sign off on the team’s checklist.

• Sing a verse of “My Bonnie Lies over the 
Ocean” to the librarian or designated 
volunteer.

• Say this five times fast: “Freshly fried fresh 
fish!”

• Get the signature of someone (not on your 
team) who knows how to swim.

• Form the members of your team into the 
shape of an octopus.

• Recite a version of “Rub a Dub Dub.”

Things to Find Out:

The author of the book Flotsam is ____________. 
(David Wiesner)

The largest ocean on Earth is the ____________. 
(Pacific)

Chesapeake Bay is on which coast? Atlantic or 
Pacific? ____________(Atlantic)

Monterey Bay is in what state?____________ 
(California)

A Disney movie about a clown fish:____________ 
(Finding Nemo)

How many legs does a crab have?_____________ 
(Eight)

The name of a bay or lake in your state:

____________ (various answers)

The name for a baby oyster: _________ (Spat)

Song

 “Down by the Bay” sung by Raffi or by your 
favorite performer.

Movie

Andre. Orphaned when his mother is caught 
in a fishing net, a newborn seal is rescued and 
becomes the pet of an animal-loving family. 
When local fishermen complain that the seal is 
interfering with their productivity, the family is 
forced to let Andre back into the wild. 
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Craft: Painted Stones

Have books with pictures of animals found in 
or around bays available for inspiration (crab, 
lobster, turtle, moose, fish, seagull, eagle, etc.). 
You can tailor the choice of animals to a local 
bay. For a program about Alaskan or Northwest 
Coastal bays, for example, you might show 
examples of Inuit or Northwest Coast Indian 
artwork and designs of some of the animals 
like salmon or eagles that depend on the 
bays. Make a request to a local tribe or tribal 
organization for help in selecting designs that 
are appropriate. You’ll be reaffirming that Native 
American communities and their art are alive 
and flourishing. One book, Native American 

Design, has hundreds of color and black and 
white designs. But it’s best to be familiar with 
your own region and the designs of animals that 
are important to the Native Americans there. 
Two helpful books on rock painting: The Art of 

Painting Animals on Rocks by Lin Wellford and 
Let’s Rock! Rock Painting for Kids by Linda Kranz.

What you need:

• variety of clean and dry smooth stones from a 
nearby beach or craft store (no flaking)

• acrylic paints* (craft stores sell small, 2 oz. 
bottles; Plaid Folk Art is one brand)

• paintbrushes, various sizes

• craft paint varnish or glossy varnish spray 
(optional: will extend the life of the painted 
stone and give it a nice sheen)

• newspapers or plastic to cover tables

• paper and pencils to make a sketch of design

• paper plates, for children to take painted 
stones home

• permanent, fine-tip markers to outline design 
(optional)

In advance:

1. Make sure stones are clean and dry.

2. For your bay theme, you can apply a blue 
base coat for water allowing stones to dry 
overnight.

3. Cover tables with newspapers or plastic. If 
using newspaper, give children a piece of 
plain paper or a paper plate to put their rock 
on while painting. Otherwise the newsprint 
may rub off on the rock.

What you do:

1. Have children sketch their design—whale, 
salmon, crab, lobster, boat, waves, etc., on 
paper first, then on the stone.

2. Children paint their design.

3. Allow to dry.

4. Coat or spray the painted stone picture with 
craft paint varnish to preserve.

* Acrylic paint will last longer, but you can use 
tempera paints. And, for a no-mess version of 
this project, use paint pens or fine-point markers 
and skip the paint.

Take Home

Copy and distribute “Down by the Bay: What’s 
the Story?” Display the stories in the library or 
make this into a story contest. You might also use 
pictures from David Weisner’s Flotsam as story 
starters.

Shark Zone

Audience: Int

Make a sign saying: Shark Zone: Enter at Your 
Own Risk. Decorate room with blue and green 
balloons hung from ceiling along with shark 
cutouts. Play music from Jaws.

Make an oversize, stand-up shark as a prop, for 
taking pictures of kids in the shark’s mouth or 
for playing a bean bag toss game.

Play a quiz, show a film about sharks, display 
books about sharks, and make pop-up sharks.
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Activity: Shark Quiz

Ask the following questions and see if kids are in 
the “shark zone!” You can also have children line 
up next to each other facing you. Give each child 
a card with “True” on one side and “False” on the 
other side. When you ask a question, they show 
their answers without looking at the others. If 
they answer correctly, they take a step forward.

1. A shark’s skeleton is made of cartilage. (True)

2. A shark doesn’t have bones. (True)

3. A shark is a fish. (True)

4. If you see a shark, you should get out of the 
water. (True)

5. Sharks have a poor sense of smell. (False)

6. Sharks have lived in the ocean for millions of 
years. (True)

7. The Great White Shark is the largest shark. 
(False)

8. You are more likely to be attacked by a shark 
in the U.S. than die in a motor vehicle 
accident. (False)

9. When a shark’s tooth is lost, another replaces 
it. (True)

10. Sharks typically swim at 5−6 miles per hour. 
(True)

11. A shark eats 20% of its body weight every day. 
(False)

12. The Great White Shark is the most dangerous 
shark of all. (True)

Movies

Planet Carnivore: Sharks and Lions. This 52-minute 
shark episode features the Great White Shark.

Sea Monsters: A Prehistoric Adventure. This 40-
minute National Geographic film re-creates 
the perilous underwater realm of two young, 
dolphin-sized marine reptiles.

Eyewitness: Shark. This 35-minute film explores 
the murky world of the shark to discover facts 
and dispel myths about these marine creatures.

Joke

 What’s a shark’s favorite game? Swallow the 

leader.

Book to Share

Show children Robert Sabuda and Matthew 
Reinhard’s Sharks and Other Sea Monsters: 

Encyclopedia Prehistorica or Sea Monsters: Official 

Pop-up Book by National Geographic, then make 
pop-up sharks. Go to Robert Sabuda’s Web site 
at www.robertsabuda.com/popmakesimple.asp 
for patterns and directions for making a pop-up 
shark.

Craft: Shark Hat

What you need:

• 2 large pieces of blue or grey construction 
paper (12" x 18")

• white paper for the teeth and eyes (8" x 11")

• stapler or glue stick

• scissors

• black marker

What you do:

1. Fold a paper hat with one of the pieces of 
blue construction paper. Tuck in the flaps on 
each side of the hat, and tape them down.

2. Fold a piece of white paper in half 
lengthwise, and cut out the teeth as shown. 
Cut along the fold to create two strips of 
shark teeth.

3. Glue or staple the strips into the hat.
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4. Fold the second piece of blue construction 
paper lengthwise in half, and, using the shark 
pattern on page 133 (enlarge as needed), 
trace the pattern on it and cut it out.

5. Glue the tail and top fin together.

6. Open the pattern between the chest fins, and 
glue it to the hat.

7. Cut eyes out of the white paper and draw on 
the pupils with a black marker. Glue them 
into place and … GO SCARE SOMEONE!

Puppet Play: Little Red Parrotfish

by Penny Peck

Perform the puppet play on page 134 for 
children or have your teens or tweens perform it 
for younger children.

Note: The 2009 CSLP Manual also includes a 
shark-themed puppet play called “The Three 
Little Fishies and the Big Bad Shark.” See page 
172 of the “Be Creative @ Your Library” manual.

You’ll find a shark sock puppet in Kathy Ross’s 
Crafts for Kids Who Are Wild about Oceans and also 
at www.pinksunrise.com/craft/ross.htm.

More Ideas to Make a Splash

Make a Splash Fortune Teller

After folding the fortune teller on page 136 
(English) and 137 (Spanish), children can 
create eight fortunes. Here are some examples:

 Someday, you’ll be king/queen of the ocean.

 You will learn a new ocean game.

 You will conquer your fear this summer.

 You will travel somewhere new.

 You will succeed at something you didn’t 
know you could do.

 You wish!

 Not likely.

 No way, Jose!

Ocean Dice Game

Make copies of the Ocean Dice heads and tails 
cubes found on pages 138−139 onto cardstock, 
one set for each player. Make enough copies 
of the score sheet on page 140 for each game 
played.

Have children color then cut out their cubes and 
glue or tape the tabs to make the dice. Children 
take turns throwing their dice. When they roll 
a complete animal (one die has a picture of the 
front half of the animal and the other die has 
a picture of the back half), they mark it on the 
score sheet. The first player to roll all six animals 
wins the game.

Movie Day

With your Public Performance site license make 
a splash with films like Finding Nemo, Flipper, The 

Water Horse, etc.
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Gyotaku Fish Prints

Gyotaku was invented in the early 1800s by 
Japanese fishermen to record their catch.

Purchase a whole fish. Paint it with water-based 
ink from head to tail. Press the fish onto a piece 
of paper. Visit The Kennedy Center’s Arts Edge 
at artsedge.kennedy-center.org/content/3436 for 
detailed explanation on making these prints.

Stuff a Sea Creature

Have children draw huge sea animals with 
markers onto a double sheet of newspaper then 
cut out the shape. They will have two pattern 
pieces. You can paint the outside of both pieces, 
allow to dry, then staple the sea creature together 
around the edges. Leave space at one end to 
stuff it. Crumple up old newspaper and stuff the 
creature, then staple the opening shut.

Make a Splash Trivia Weaver

Have children assemble the Trivia Weaver 
on page 132, and then self-test their octopus 
knowledge as they weave their handiwork in and 
out.
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Hanging Collage Fish

You can also create a hanging stuffed collage 
fish. Draw a large fish on a double sheet of 
newspaper, and cut it out. Cut out circles from 
old magazines, catalogs, colored paper scraps, 
and aluminum foil, and glue them on both 
sides of the fish like scales. 
Use markers or crayons to 
draw the eyes and mouth. 
Staple the fish around the 
edges, leaving space at the 
tail to stuff it. Crumple 
up old newspapers and 
stuff the fish. Place two to 
three colored crepe paper 
streamers in the tail, and 
staple the fish shut. Punch 
two holes in the head of the 
fish, and string yarn through 
them to hang from the 
ceiling.
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Be Creative Family Fun PageMake a Splash Family Fun Page

Letter Awareness

Young children begin to realize that print is used to communicate and that drawings are 
different than print. Here are some ideas for helping them.

• Point out letters around the house—on cereal boxes, toys, or other objects. 

• Read alphabet books. There are ocean- and fish-themed alphabet books, too, such as Peanut 

Butter and Jellyfishes: A Very Silly Alphabet Book by Brian Cleary.

• Let children play with magnetic letters.

• After reading a fish story like Hooray for Fish by Lucy Cousins or Swimmy by Leo Lionni, have 
your child or children write the letter “F” (for fish) or “S” (for Swimmy) with their finger 
on the floor, on a piece of paper using crayons or markers, with finger paint or even with 
something edible like pudding on a cookie. 

• Write letters with your finger on their arm or leg. Sprinkle some sand or salt on a piece of 
paper and have them write letters in the sand or salt. 

• Help children write letters with a glue stick on card stock. The sprinkle the letters with 
colored craft sand. The sand will harden into the glue as it dries, leaving tactile, colorful 
letters for your chilren. 
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What you need:

• Paper or card stock

• Pencil 

• Ruler 

• Scissors 

Markers or crayons

What you do:

1. Cut strip of paper 1½"x 11".

2. Mark a line on each end of the strip that is 1" from the end. 

3. Cut a slit halfway through, one on each side of the strip as shown. 

4. Decorate your fish with markers or crayons. Add eyes.

5. Bend the strip into a loop and push the slits together so that the loop closes. 

6. Pinch the face of the fish slightly.

7. Toss the fish into the air and see it fly. 

Toss these flying fish in the air, and watch them flutter down.
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Look at the picture below. What do you think is happening? Use your imagination and 
write a short story about the picture. Color the picture if you like. Bring your finished 
story to your librarian.

Be Creative Family Fun PageMake a Splash Family Fun Page

Continue your story on the back if necessary.
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Find and circle the words from the word bank below.  
Words can be across, down, diagonal, and backwards.

 M A N A T E E R R G N J V X S D A T 
 X Y N W V R E E V H P B X S E L Z X 
 N S O L N T T N S C C W I F A S R Q 
 Y G D X S S M I W A L R U S H U E E 
 S F J B Y H F P S N N V F C O P F U 
 K E O O A Y F T S U I G V H R O F U 
 H L A N L D I U Q S O H E L S T U R 
 S Q U L H S I F R A T S P L E C P C 
 I T E V I P E R F I S H C L F O S H 
 F J S P J C S E B T Y A C A O I T I 
 D C M L U H I Q I Q Q R L N L D S N 
 R R U M R E G N O P S E M M O L G H 
 O A F I S H G U Z R T T L E O C O J 
 W B M D V R S W R G N T Y T N N W P 
 S P U Y A Y H D Q P K O O F R H S U 
 F T V Y P S A B T K S E P Q A U W L 
 K K E Z V K R J A D E I M L E I T G 
 K V P B I Z K N G L D W E A M P B A 

ANGELFISH
CONCH
CRAB
DOLPHIN
EEL
FISH
JELLYFISH
LOBSTER

MANATEE
OCTOPUS
OTTER
OYSTER
PUFFER
SALMON
SCALLOP
SEAHORSE

SEAL
SHARK
SHRIMP
SPONGE
SQUID
STARFISH
STINGRAY
SWORDFISH

TUNA
TURTLE
URCHIN
VIPERFISH
WALRUS
WHALE
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Encuentra y encierra en un círculo las palabras del banco de palabras debajo.  
Las palabras pueden ser encontradas horizontales, verticales o en diagonal.

 O I L J M B R X O N E L I B D L M P 
 J L N O V A Y A Ó B A S M N N Z O E 
 E B R V C C N R Y N O R P Í L P A Z 
 R A A M M A U A G A E L F O D Q P E 
 G L M L A B R O T J V L G P N A Q S 
 N L E K I X S A D Í E E R Z T J A P 
 A E D T B T G O C D Q X N J E N A A 
 C N A I A L E G N Á Z E P E I P C D 
 F A L A G U T R O T X O M R N A I A 
 O O L M E D U S A K Y Z A U L O R F 
 C S E N Ó M L A S V N M T A A T S T 
 A T R O M O R S A L A R M O S T T A 
 L I T P H G T T X R I A W O Z Y Ú D 
 I Ó S L B Q C O O A R K A U B I I N 
 U N E U E C A B A L L O D E M A R T 
 G J G P F O Í J Z Y C A M A R Ó N E 
 N X Z N S V U Y X P C K P R O C S W 
 A P K X Q X C D D W V C U L P N T G

ANGUILA
ATÚN
BALLENA
CABALLO DE MAR
CALAMAR
CAMARÓN
CANGREJO
CARACOL

DELFÍN
ERIZO
ESPONJA
ESTRELLA DE MAR
FOCA
LANGOSTA
MANATÍ
MEDUSA

MORSA
NUTRIA
OSTIÓN
OSTRA
PEZ ESPADA
PEZ GLOBO
PEZ NGEL
PULPO

RAYA VENENOSA
SALMÓN
TIBURÓN
TORTUGA
VÍBORA MARINA
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Can you find the following sea creatures in the picture below?

Jellyfish               Starfish               Shark

Whale               Sting Ray               Lobster
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¿Puedes encontrar las siguientes criaturas marinas en la figura debajo?

Medusa               Estrella de mar               Tiburón

Ballena               Raya Venenosa               Langosta



Trivia Weaver Assembly

1. Cut out the Trivia Weaver.

2. Cut along marked lines on both checkerboard sections. (Six cuts total.)

3. Turn Trivia Weaver over, and fold each strip down.

4. Weave the strips, working from the upper right hand corner out.

5. Weave it one way to get the trivia answers.

6. Weave it the other way to get the picture.
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Cut two. Enlarge to 

desired size.



by Penny Peck

Perform this puppet play for children or have your teens or tweens perform it for 
younger children.

Note: The 2009 CSLP Manual also includes a shark-themed puppet play called “The Three Little 
Fishies and the Big Bad Shark.” See page 172 of the “Be Creative @ Your Library” manual.

You’ll find a shark sock puppet in Kathy Ross’s Crafts for Kids Who Are Wild about Oceans and also 
at www.pinksunrise.com/craft/ross.htm.

Setting:  The Ocean

Puppets:   Little Red Parrotfish, Mama Fish, Granny Fish, Big Bad Shark, Whale

Music suggestion: 
  Whenever the Shark enters, play a few seconds of the theme from the movie  
  “Jaws.”

******************

Narrator:   Once upon a time, there was a little red parrotfish, who lived at the edge of the 
coral reef. She lived with her mother. On the far side of the coral reef lived her 
granny parrotfish, who was not feeling well. One day Mama parrotfish said:

Mama:   Granny parrotfish is not feeling well. Little Red Parrotfish, can you please take 
this basket of plankton to Granny’s house on the far side of the coral reef?

Red:   Yes, Mama, of course.

Mama:  I also put in some peanut butter and jellyfish sandwiches for you. Be careful going 
through the coral reef and the kelp forest. Don’t dawdle along the way; Granny is 
waiting for you!

Red:  Yes, Mama.

Narrator:  Little Red Parrotfish took the basket of plankton and swam through the water 
toward Granny’s house. She had to pass beautiful coral reefs and dense kelp 
forests. As she was swimming, a shark swam out from behind some kelp.

Big Bad Shark: Hello there! Who are you and where are you going?

Red:  I am Little Red Parrotfish and I am on my way to my Granny’s with this basket of 
plankton. She is not feeling well.

Shark:  Why not bring her some beautiful flowers, too? That would cheer her up!

Red:  Great idea! 

Narrator:  Little Red Parrotfish looked around and started to collect the beautiful ocean 
flowers and put them in her basket. While she picked the flowers, the Big Bad 
Shark snuck away to Granny Fish’s house.

Shark: (Knocks on Granny’s door.) Hello?

Granny: Who is it?

Shark:  It is I, your granddaughter Little Red Parrotfish, and I have brought you a basket 
of plankton to make you feel better.
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Granny:  Come in dear, the door is open.

Narrator:  The shark swam through the door and grabbed Granny. He pushed her under 
the waterbed. He put on Granny’s nightcap and jumped into the waterbed. Soon, 
he heard a knock at the door.

Shark:  Who is it?

Red:  Granny, it is I, Little Red Parrotfish. I have brought you plankton to eat and 
flowers to cheer you up.

Shark:   Come in dear!

Red:  Why Granny! You are not looking well at all. In fact, what big gills you have!

Shark:  The better to breathe with, my dear.

Red:  And what shifty eyes you have!

Shark:  The better to see you with, my dear.

Red:  And what big teeth you have, and so many of them!

Shark:  The better to eat you with, my dear! 

Narrator:  The Big Bad Shark swam out of bed, trying to swallow Little Red Parrotfish. But 
she swam faster. They swam in circles, while Little Red Parrotfish yelled for help.

Red:  Help! Help! The Big Bad Shark is after me!

Narrator:  Luckily, a whale was passing by just at that moment.

Whale:  What is that I hear? A little fish in trouble? Here I come! 

Narrator:  The whale came to the rescue, grabbing the shark in his mighty whale jaws and 
flipping him across the ocean and out of the story. Little Red Parrotfish and the 
whale helped Granny out from under the waterbed.

Granny:  What are you doing here Whale?

Whale:  I heard Little Red Parrotfish calling for help and came to see what was 
happening. That Big Bad Shark won’t bother you anymore.

Red:  Whale, how can we thank you for your help and kindness?

Whale:  Well, as it happens, whales eat plankton. Do you have any? 

Red:  I sure do—a whole basketful! Please take it!

Narrator:  The whale ate the basket of plankton, Granny Fish made them all hot chocolate, 
and they settled down for a visit. Granny read from their favorite book, 
“Huckleberry Fin.” And, they never saw that Big Bad Shark again!
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Fold back all four corners (in 
gray) on large dotted lines.

Fold corners forward (in  
gray) on small dotted lines.

Your paper should now 
look like this. Fold on 
small dotted lines to 
crease paper.

Bring four corners 
forward toward the 
center like a flower.
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Dobla hacia abajo las cuatro 
esquinas (en gris) por las líneas 
grandes punteadas.

Dobla las esquinas hacia 
adelante (en gris) por las 
líneas pequeñas punteadas..

Tu papel ahora debe 
lucir así. Dobla las 
líneas pequeñas 
punteadas para plegar 
el papel.

Trae las cuatro 
esquinas hacia adelante 
hacia la línea del 
centro como una flor. 
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Heads Pattern
From page 121
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Tails Pattern
From page 121



Write the names of the players in the boxes at the top of the sheet. When you roll a complete 
animal, mark the box in your column with an X across from the animal you have rolled.
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Player Names

Lobster

Crab

Seahorse

Jellyfish

Whale

Dolphin
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